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arterly is mailed , Sree to all public libra- 
and to trustees of free public libraries in the 





fion given by the Iowa Library As- 

ation to needed legislation, through 

“its Legislative committee, consisting of 

Mr. F. F. Dawley, Cedar Rapids; Mr. 

a4 B. Weaver, Jr., Des Moines; Mr. 

® W. J. Dixon, Sac ‘City; Mr. John E. 

eo . Keokuk; Mrs. A. J. Barkley, 

A and Mrs. C. C. Loomis, Presi- 

of the Association, in co-operation 

ih the Library Commission, brought 

i e results in the number and char- 

eter of. the library bills which were 

_ @nacted into laws during the Legisla- 
— of the past winter. 

_ The bill of the most general interest, 

ed by Representative Newcomb 

i . related to all the free public 

rie: of the state, being one which 
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: eee maximum of the library tax - 


to five mills, striking out the ides 
which heretofore limited the maximum 
in cities of over 6,000 population to two 
mills. As the law now stands since this 
amendment has been enacted, there is 
no discrimination regarding the popula- 
tion of any town or city as to the 
amount which can be legally levied for 
library purposes within the limit of five 
mills 

Of great importance was the bill in- 
troduced by Representative Stipe of 
Clarinda, an enthusiastic believer in the . 
measure, amending the rural library ex- 
tension law and broadening its scope. 
The law as amended now makes it pos- 
sible for any township, school corpora- 
tion, adjacent town or the entire coun- 
ty, to become tributary to the city or 
town library, provision being made for 
the tax levy and for a contract on the 
part of any of these,—the contract with 
the library board to be for a period of 
five years unless otherwise specified. 
Further provision is made that the mak- 
ing of such contract with the library 
board and the levying of the necessary 
tax, shall be mandatory on the part of 
the officers of the township, school cor- 
poration or town, upon petition of a 
majority of the resident taxpayers, as 
shown by the last preceding assessment 
list. In an agricultural state such as 
Iowa, this law should, in a few years, 
bring splendid results. 

While not affecting a large number of 
libraries in the state, the bill regarding 
libraries in Commission governed cities 
was one of great importance. This was 








introduced in the House by Representa- 
tive Dixon, President of the Library 
Board of Sac City, and in the Senate by 
Senator Boe, a member of the Library 
Board in Forest City. The enactment 
“of this bill into a law brings great re- 
lief to library trustees in Commission 
governed cities who have been con- 
fronted by the indefinite and unsatisfac- 
tory wording of the Commission plan 
law relating to Commission city libra- 
ries. Under the provisions of this 
amendment to the Commission cities’ 
law, the libraries in those cities will 
hereafter operate under the general 
library law of the state, the only point 
of difference from the other libraries of 
the state being that they are to have 
five trustees instead of nine. No 
change was made in the general libra- 
ry law regarding the number of trus- 
tees, and hence the majority of our li- 
braries remain as before under the 
management of a board of nine trus- 
tees. 

Two minor bills relating to library 
- matters were: one introduced by Repre- 
sentative Bingham of Estherville, a li- 
brary trustee, authorizing the transfer 
ef library funds remaining in the build- 
ing fund to the maintenance fund; an- 
other by Representative Huff, a trus- 
tee, of Eldora, authorizing a tax for 
library purposes on unplatted land 
within the city limits. 

A bill was introduced by Represen- 
tative Newcomb in the House and Sen- 
ator Arney-in the Senate, relative to the 
Library Commission and Traveling Li- 
brary, adjusting the proportion of the 
annual appropriation to be used for sal- 
aries. The Commission did not seek an 
increase in the total appropriation, but 
simply an adjustment; as experience 
had shown that the division of the an- 
nual appropriation of $11,000.00 was 
not on an equitable basis. The bill 
which was introduced also provided 
that the Legislative Committee on Re- 
trenchment and Reform should recog- 
nize recommendations made by the Li- 
brary Commission regarding the spe- 
cific salaries to be paid to members of 
the staff. This bill encountered much 


opposition from certain members of th 
Committee on Retrenchment and» 
form who were oppased to gi 
Library Commission authority in 
matter, and consequently the bil] was 
modified greatly before passage, . 
ever, a slight readjustment Was mag 
that a larger amount is available & 
salaries than heretofore, although the 
fundamental difficulty has not soe 
rected. 

There was a very friendly feeling % 
the General Assembly toward library 
legislation. The passage of all bills mo 
lating to public library affairs wag go 
eured with practically no op 
This was especially true in the 
where library matters received 
sympathetic consideration from a 
informed and intelligent group of 
young men. The Library Commit 
tee in the House was exception. 
ally good, owing to the careful 
eration given to the matter of ap 
ments by Speaker E. H. Cunninell 
and Representative Walter Neweomb of 
Corning, as chairman of the Co 
was active, efficient and resourceful, ge 
curing favorable action on every 
bill recommended by the Library Com 
mission and Iowa Library Association, 


Iowa Summer Library School. 

The Iowa Summer School was w 
sumed at the State University at Iowa 
City for the summer of 1913. The & 
rector is Mr. Malcolm G. Wyer, libre 
rian of the State University ; Miss Jen 
nie Roberts of the University Library 
staff is the instructor in classification 
and related subjects; Miss Ione Arm 
strong is the instructor in cataloging 
and Edna Lyman Scott in library work 
with children. Miss Tyler, Seeretary 
of thq Library Commission, gives # 
course of lectures on library organi 
tion and administration. 

There is an excellent attendance, 
resenting a large number of the smaller 
public libraries of the state. 
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_Jowa Library Association. 
<a _ OFFICERS. . 
ms “Mrs. C. C. Loomis, Cedar Rapids, 


“ | al 
Eee. ,1 
. 


president. 
© Miss Jeannette M. Drake, Sioux City, 
ident. 
“Mrs. Mary E. Dailey, Council Bluffs, 
Vice-President. 

[. L. Dickerson, Grinnell, Secretary. 
Miss Vina E. Clark, Ames, Treasurer. 
Miss Sarah Palmer, Red Oak, Regis- 


i eesorary President, W. P. Payne, 
Nevada. 

The next (24th) annual meeting of 
the Iowa Library Association will be 
held in Sioux City, October 14, 15 and 
16, 1913. An excellent program is al- 
ready under way and the new library 
building and the active work being 
done by the Sioux City Public Library 
should prove additional incentives to 
attending the meeting. 

The spring meetings of the six Dis- 
tricts of the I. L. A., were held during 
the first two weeks in May. The Presi- 
dent of the Association, Mrs. Loomis, 
attended all but one. Selection was 
made of subjects from the list of 
topies suggested by the I. L. A. Com- 
mittee as follows: 

The public library’s relation to the 
movement for rural betterment; Shall 
books on social hygiene and social pur- 
ity be on the shelves of our libraries? 
Diseuss five readable books of the past 
year—non-fiction; Five wholesome, re- 
cent novels to be recommended; How 
may we help country schools; Recent 
children’s literature; Rules and Regu- 
lations for loaning books; Inexpensive 
editions. Should the library entertain 
and amuse children, as well as provide 
good books for them? Use of games, 
pictures and music; How may the li- 
brary building become a social cen- 
ter? How large a proportion of the 
adult population in your city use the 
library? How may the number be in- 
creased? Registration and re-registra- 
tion; Methods of directing the reading 
of purposeless (aimless) readers; What 
kind of library advertising (outside the 





building) brings best results? News- 
papers Circular letters? Placards and 
announcements in public places? 
Church -bulletins? Schools? 

Reports of these meetings are given 
below : 
NORTHWEST DISTRICT, I. L. A. 
Elizabeth Walpole, Chairman. 


The meeting of the Northwest Dis. 
trict was held in the Public Library of 
Emmetsburg May 6th with an attend- 
ance of eight Librarians and eleven 
Trustees. . 

The first subject discussed at the 
morning session was Recent children’s 
literature. Mrs. Baxter of Rock Rap- 
ids named a number of desirable books 
for children, including ‘‘On the Long 
Trail,’’ by Sabin; ‘‘Peter and Wendy,’’ 
by Barrie, and ‘‘Peeps at many lands.”’ 
In the informal talk that followed, 
other titles were suggested, and co- 
operation with teachers in regard to 
children’s reading was discussed. 

‘*Five wholesome recent novels to be 
recommended,’’ was the subject taken 
by Miss MeNeill of Sanborn. 

**Shall books on social hygiene and 
social purity be on the shelves of our 
libraries?’’ was the subject of a paper 
by Mrs. Cory of Spencer, which held 
the close attention of all present. Full 
allowance being made for varying 
points of view, the trend of the argu- 
ment was in favor of supplying the 
books called for by the more modern 
theories of education. A general dis- 
cussion of the subject followed, led by 
Mrs. Mayne of Emmetsburg, which con- 
cluded the morning session. 


Mrs. Davidson of Estherville was the 
first speaker in the afternoon. Her sub- 
ject was ‘‘Five readable books of the 
past year, non-fiction.’’ Her very in- 
teresting paper mentioned several 
books, those receiving most attention 
being ‘‘Twenty years at Hull House,’’ 
by Jane Addams, and ‘‘The Promised 
Land,’’ by Mary Antin. Others were 
spoken of in the general talk which fol- 
lowed, among which were ‘‘George 
Meredith’s Letters,’’ ‘‘Your United 
States,’’ by Arnold Bennett, and ‘‘The 
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Land of Foot-prints,’’ by Stewart Ed- 
ward White. 

_ Miss Drake’s paper on ‘‘The relation 
of the library to social betterment,’’ 
was read by Mrs. Beebe, and enjoyed 
by all. 

Miss Anna Donovan, of Emmets- 
burg, spoke on ‘‘The public library’s 
relation to the movement for rural bet- 
terment,’’ and gave some facts learned 
during her experience as County Super- 
intendent. 

‘*Recent library legislation,’’ by Mrs. 
Loomis of Cedar Rapids, President of 
the Iowa Library Association, gave in- 
formation of importance to all library 
workers. The discussion following 
showed that the subject was one: of 
general interest. 

A resolution was presented by Mrs. 
Cory, and adopted, expressing appre- 
ciation of the preparation made for this 
program, and extending to the Libra- 
rian and Board of Trustees of Emmets- 
burg a vote of thanks for their hos- 
pitable welcome and entertainment. 
Automobiles were provided by the 
Commercial Club of Emmetsburg, and 
the visitors were invited to take a drive 
at the close of the meeting. 

MIDDLE WEST DISTRICT, I. L. A. 
Gentiliska Winterrowd, Chairman. 
The meeting of the Middle West Dis- 

trict at Perry, May 8th, was largely at- 
tended, there being a large number 
from the Des Moines libraries, the total 
registration being about thirty. 

Informal diseusion of the following 
topics provided an interesting and 
profitable program, the topic being in- 
troduced in some eases by a brief paper. 

Should the library entertain and 
amuse children, as well as provide good 
books for them? Use of games, pic- 
tures and music. 

Shall books on social hygiene and 
social purity be on the shelves of our 
libraries ? 

Five wholesome, recent novels to be 
recommended. 

Public library’s relation to the move- 
ments for rural betterment. 


What kind of library advert 
(outside the building) brings best re 
sults — newspapers, circular 
placards and announcements in 7 
places, church bulletins and schools, 


The subject of books on social gnj 


sex hygiene presented by Mrs, 

of Carroll, proved of much interegt 

aroused very general discussion. ~ 
Among those taking part in the g 

cussions were: Mrs. Bangs of Cap 


Mrs. Head of Jefferson, Miss oe 


Mrs. Easter, Miss Stockham 

Marks, Miss Tyler and others . 
Des Moines, Miss Hopper of Fon 
Dodge, Miss Bailey of Perry and Mim 
Loomis of Cedar Rapids. 

At noon the visitors were invited to 
the Congregational church b 
where the ladies of the Guild served an 
excellent dinner, the visitors 
guests of the library board, the 
members doing the honors of hee 
casion. 

At the close of the afternoon session 
automobiles were provided for 
the visitors a view of the city befor 
leaving for their homes. 

SOUTHWEST DISTRICT, L. L.A 

Frances J, Barker, Chairman, © 

Notwithstanding the rainy day dha 
was a good attendance at thé 
of the South West District at Osceola, 
May 9th, there being eighteen present, 

There was a brief morning session at 
which Mrs. Alfred Loranz, of re 
presented the topic: ‘‘The Publie i 
brary’s relation to the movements for 
rural betterment,’’ in which she is mueh 
interested as a library trustee. At? 
o’elock all adjourned to the Horton 
Bailey home where an elaborate lune 
eon was served through the h 
of the Library Board. Not only thé 
brary trustees, but the city officers wer 
present, and other prominent citizens. 
Several talks were given following tt 
luncheon, the toast master being State 
Senator Crist. 

It was nearly two o’clock when tit 
program for the afternoon was 
at the library. Besides the miscellan- 
eous subjects discussed, Miss Ione Amt 
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of Council Bluffs, presented 


s of directing aimless read- 


*» and Miss Katharine Terrill of 
ton led the diseusion on ‘‘ What 


kind of advertising outside the build- 
brings best results?’’ Papers, cir- 
placards and announcements in 
public places, church bulletins and 
schools, each came in for a full share of 
general discussion. A paper on 
“The Library as a social center,’’ writ- 
ten by Miss Jay of Shenandoah, who 
was unable to be present, was read. 
Miss Palmer of Red Oak, in a talk gave 
as four readable books of the past year 
_ non-fiction — the following: ‘‘The 
Promised Land,’’ Mary Antin ; ‘‘Amer- 
jean Socialism of the Present Day,’’ 
Jessie Wallace ; ‘‘Gallant little Wales,”’ 
Jeannette Marks; ‘‘Strangling of Per- 
sia,” Morgan Shuster. 
NORTHEAST DISTRICT, I. L. A. 
Mrs. Bertha S. Baird, Chairman. 
The meeting of the North East Dis- 
trict was held at Eldora, May 13th. 
Diseussion of topics suggested by the 
Committee had been assigned to a few 
in advance, but the program was most 
informal. Mrs. Anders of Iowa Falls, 
Mrs. Furry of Alden, Mrs. Wheelock of 
Eldora, Miss Nason of Waterloo and 
Miss Arnold of Dubuque, lead in the 
‘diseussion of these topics. Mrs. Loomis 
the State President, spoke on recent li- 
brary legislation, and Miss Tyler of the 
Library Commission was present and 
took part in the general discussion. 
Through the courtesy of the Library 
Board dinner was served at the Win- 
chester Hotel for the visitors and the 
library trustees and a few Eldora citi- 
zens, especially interested in the li- 


MIDDLE EAST DISTRICT, I. L. A. 
Anna M. Tarr, Chairman. 

A large attendance of librarians and 
spirited discussion of the topics charac- 
terized the meeting of the Middle East 
District, which was held in Marion, 
May 15th. 

The meetings were held both in the 
forenoon and in the afternoon, in the 
assembly room of the Carnegie library. 
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Among some of the topics discussed 
were: ‘‘How May the Library Become 
a Social Center,’’ ‘‘Use of the Club 
Rooms for Boy’s Games,’’ ‘‘How Can 
We Reach the Adult and Non-Reading 
Public,’’ ‘‘How to Direct the Reading 
of Purposeless Readers.’’ Many things 
were suggested for various needs, such 
as Victrola concerts, talks on dramas, 
weekly reading hours where women 
gathered with their work and one read 
some good book aloud, sending of post 
cards to those interested in new books 
received, establishing branch libraries 
as the city grows, just as churches and 
schools move out as the city grows, and 
various other things that came up in 
the informal discussions of each sub- 
ject. 

Miss Tyler spoke of the new legisla- 

tion affecting libraries passed by the 
last legislature, and commended the - 
laws. - 
At noon the ladies of the Marion Fed- 
eration of Women’s clubs served a 
luncheon at which the city council, 
the members of the ministerial union 
and library board, the superintendent 
of public schools, press representatives, 
former and present city librarians of 
Marion, the president of each club be- 
longing to the Marion Federation of 
Women’s clubs and the past presidents 
and present officers of the federation 
were guests. 

About seventy persons were seated at 
the luncheon, which was held in the 
dining room of the Presbyterian church. 
Immediately following the luncheon a 
brief program was given, Mrs. S. N. 
Parsons presiding. She welcomed the 
delegates on behalf of the Federation 
and of the city and called on Mrs. 
Loomis of Cedar Rapids, President of 
the Iowa Library Association for a few 
remarks. Mrs. Loomis spoke of the 
growing progressiveness of library 
trustees and the people and their awak- 
ening to the needs and necessities of 
libraries. 

Mrs. F. S. Skinner, past president of 
the Marion Federation of Women’s 
clubs, was next to speak, and she told 
of the efforts necessary to launch the 





first library movement in Marion, the 
achievement of getting a library and 
afterwards of getting a Carnegie build- 
ing principally through the federa- 
tion, assisted by the. men. 

Miss Grace D. Rose, librarian at 
Davenport, spoke briefly of the im- 
portance of the library in the civic im- 
provement of a city. She said that one 
of the factors of a librarian’s success is 
a lively interest in what is going on in 
the city. 

SOUTHEAST DISTRICT, I. L. A. 

Elizabeth Lilly, Chairman. 

The meeting of the South East Dis- 
trict was held in Ottumwa May 16th, 
Owing to the illness of the Chairman, 
which prevented her attendance, Miss 
Tyler of the Library Commission served 
as temporary chairman. Ten libraries 
' in the District were represented, two of 
these being the new libraries at Bloom- 
field and Sigourney. 

Miss Denny of Washington discussed 
‘*Five recent non-fiction books;’’ Miss 
Lilly, Burlington, sent, to be read, an 
evaluation of ‘‘Some recent children’s 
literature.’’ Miss DeGeus of Pella 
spoke of ‘‘Inexpensive editions’’ and 
Miss Ditch of Ottumwa of ‘‘ What kind 
of Library Advertising brings best re- 
sults.’’ The topie of ‘‘Making the li- 
brary a social center’’ was informally 
discussed, also the subject of placing 
books on social hygiene and social pur- 
ity in the libraries. 

The Library Board were hosts to the 
visiting librarians for dinner at the Y. 
W. C. A. 


Gray’s Relief Model of the Panama 
Canal Zone will prove useful and in- 
teresting in public libraries. It is made 
from the surveys and plans of the Isth- 
mian Canal Commission, Washington, 
D. C., and is printed in colors and em- 
bossed. Can be obtained in several 
sizes. No. 1, Portfolio form, 14x11 in., 
is 25ce. The large size for wall use, 
20x30 inches, is $2.00. Address C. P. 
Gray, No. 24 Park Place, New York 
City. 
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Alden.—The public library at 
though one of the older libraries of 
state, has been on a municipal tax 
only a few years. During May the gp 
ganizer from the State Library 
mission, Miss Goetzman, organized ¢h 
library, installing modern library 
ords. The library has an excellent eal. 
lection of books. 4 

Algona. — Few communities ’ 
been served with such sympathy, abil 
ity and insight, by the librarian, g 
has Algona by Mrs. E. M. Horton, why 
has recently resigned: her position, after 
eleven years at the head of the 
library. Mrs. Horton came to the wo 
from a long experience in the sehogl 
room. She felt that the publie libra 
afforded a field for service in advange 
ing community welfare and she gaye 
herself to the work with earnestne 
and enthusiasm. Mrs. Horton attend 
the Summer Library School and has 
been active in the Iowa Library Ag 
ciation and in the District Library 
meetings, where her strong pe 
will be missed. At the earnest solicit 
tion of her sons in Chicago, she has 
gtven up her work for a well-earned 
rest in their congenial companionship 

Miss Gertrude Sheridan has beg 
elected librarian at Algona, to suecesd 
Mrs. Horton. Miss Sheridan has beg 
assistant librarian at Baraboo, Wis., for 
several years and brings training and 
experience to her new position, 

Alta.—A special election was held a 
Alta in May to vote upon the question 
of a library tax, and resulted in ad 
feat for the library by a small majority. 
The Alta Library Association, ¢im 
posed chiefly of women, establisheds 
library a few years ago, which has bea 
very successful, but those in 
were anxious to secure the tax so ii 
the books would be entirely fre? 


all. 
During the winter an ‘‘Ad 
Market’’ was held for the benefit 
the Library Association, which 
23 
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a palance of $275.00. In addition to 


ting the wares donated by whole- 
houses through the local mer- 
there were candy, orn and 

“ > booths, and refreshments 
Bi pesved during the afternoon and 
Those who wish to make in- 
regarding the plan of securing 
ertising material for this purpose 
should write Mrs. William Rawn, who 


‘jg President of the Alta Library Asso- 


dation. The same plan was used suc- 
cessfully at Anthon last year. 
n.—The children’s room of 
the pubile library has been refitted and 
ished through a donation from 
the University Extension Council of 
$150.00, which amount was doubled by 
the Library Board. The room presents 
3 most attractive appearance. 
Cherokee.—Miss Nellie J. Wellman 
resigned her position as librarian early 
in May, after four years sucessful work 
and is succeeded by Miss Georgia 
Heymer. Miss Wellman was married 


Jane 2ist to Rev. Hull, of Little Rock, 


Towa. 

Clarinda. Miss Cornelia Plaister has 
been elected librarian of the public li- 
brary, and will enter upon her new du- 
ties in July. Miss Plaister graduated 
from Western Reserve Library School 
in June, and previous to her study at 
the Women’s College and the Library 
School was on the staff of the public 
library in her home city of Dubuque. 
Mrs. Plaister attended the Iowa Sum- 
mer Library School in 1910. 

Rural extension is an important feat- 
ure of the work of the Clarinda library 
and this spring contracts were renewed 
with three townships and the two near- 
by towns of Shambaugh and Yorktown, 
for the use of books. 

Colfax—The dedication of the new 
Carnegie Library building was ob- 
served with appropriate exercises May 
Mth, At 1:30 P. M. a patriotie pro- 
gram was given at the library for the 
children by the G. A. R. and W. R. C., 
consisting of songs, the presentation 
and raising of a flag and an address 
by Capt. W. L. Clark. The regular 


dedicatory program was given at the 
Presbyterian church at 2:30, Mr. M. B. 
Wheelock presiding. The formal trans- 
fer of the building by J. H. Hahn of 
the Building Committee and the re- 
response by Mayor D. R. Tripp was fol- 
lowed by an address by Dr. Alice Tur- 
ner, President of the Library Board, 
who paid tribute to her fellow worker, 
Mrs. Hawk, who recently passed away. 
Dr, Turner has for many years been a 
persistent, faithful, enthusiastic worker 
for the library, always keeping as her 
goal, in the midst of discouraging con- 
ditions, the final posesssion of an at- 
tractive, permanent home for the li- 
brary. After congratulatory remarks 
by Supt. Potts and Dr. Florence Sher- 
bon, the dedicatory address was given 
by Mr. Johnson Brigham, State Libra- 
rian, and Chairman of the Library Com- 
mission. An informal reception at the 
new library building completed the 
day’s program. 

The building is well located and con- 
venient and attractive in appearance. 
It cost $6,500.00 and most of the fur- 
nishings were donated by various or- 
ganizations,—Woman’s Club, Epworth 
League, P. E. O., Rebekah Lodge and 
Junior Endeavor Society. There are 
about 3,500 volumes in the library. Miss 
Josephine Logsdon is the librarian. 

Council Bluffs.—Mrs. Mary E. Dailey, 
the Reference Librarian of the pub- 
lie library, is enjoying a summer 
abroad, in company with her daughter 
and brother. Her trip will probably 
extend to six months. ‘ 

Miss Eva Cloud of Kewanee, IIls., is 
to be a new member of the library staff 
in the fall. Miss Cloud attended the 
Iowa Summer Library School in 1911 
and has been at the Pittsburgh Train- 
ing School for Children’s Librarians 
the past year. 

Davenport.— The library has in- 
stalled a second tier of book stacks in 
the stack room, thus doubling the ca- 
pacity. The contract was let to the 
Art Metal Construction Company. The 
second tier is across the whole space 
except the center, around -which there 
will be a small balcony with a bronze 





railing. Narrow iron stairs at each end 
of the book room lead to the second 


tier. The lights are arranged so that 
they can be turned on and off for each 
aisle separately. 

For two years the city has levied a 
fourth-mill tax to purchase an addition 
to the library site. The addition is 
33x 150 feet, and provides for the time 
when it may be necessary to extend the 
building. The space will be used at 
present for lawn and flowers. 


Miss Lydia M. Barrette, Reference 
Librarian, sailed in April for a four 
months’ tour of Europe. She was ac- 
companied by Miss Daisy Sabin, for- 
merly librarian at Burlington. 


Des Moines.—At the quarterly meet- 
_ ing of the Superintendents of the State 
Institutions .under the Board of Con- 
trol, June 3rd, the subject of the place 
and influence of books and libraries 
in the institutions was considered. Miss 
Julia A. Robinson, the Supervising Li- 
brarian, discussed the work in Iowa in- 
stitutions over which she has supervis- 
ion. Miss Florence R. Curtis of the 
Illinois Library School, spoke on books 
for prisoners; and Miss Miriam E. 
Carey, formerly of Iowa, but now of 
Minnesota, explained the plan for pro- 
viding evaluated lists of books suited 
to convalescents in hospitals for the in- 
sane. 


Des Moines.—The Library Club held 
the final meeting of the year at Union 
Park June 3rd. About 35 members and 
guests were present. Following a picnic 
dinner at 6.30, a business session was 
held and the annual election of officers 
resulted as follows: President, Mrs. 
Georgia Easter; Vice President, Miss 
Rae Stockham; Secretary, Miss Reba 
Davis; Treasurer, Miss Olivia MeCabe; 
Chairman — Social Committee — Mrs.. 
Florence Russell; Chairman—Program 
Committee—Mrs. Eva Page. Col. Aber- 
nathy, one of the pioneer educators of 
the state and for years a library trustee 
at Osage, spoke informally on early ed- 
ucation in Iowa. All were agreed that 
the Club had enjoyed a pleasant and 





24 




































profitable year under the presidey 
Miss Alice M. Marple. 

Eagle Grove.—The resignation of re 
librarian, Mrs. B. Y. Miller, wag gy 
cepted in the early spring, ‘after 3 
years of devoted and capable ; 
to the library and the community, 
interests of the children were 4 
uppermost in Mrs. Miller’s heart a 
purpose, but reference work and my 
ing the standards of general 
were also a part of her library ge 
Miss E. B. Dann has been ele 
librarian. 

Eldon.—The Carnegie Library 
ing was dedicated May %th, the ex 
cises being held in the evening at 
Christian Church. Addresses 
made by Rev. Father Hogan of 
field and Senator J. F. Webber of 
tumwa. Music was furnished by ¢ 
Boxx Orchestra of Eldon. Mrs, 
phine Finney presented the keys of the 
building on behalf of the Building gm. 
mittee, which were accepted by Mayor 
Enyart with a few remarks, whenth 
were turned over to the Presid 
the Library Board, Mrs. Eunice Hm 
nell. The Library Board in Eldon h 
the unusual distinction of being 
posed entirely of women. They h 
worked incessantly for years in 
ing together a good collection of 
and in securing the present con 
and attractive building. The b : 
eost $7,500.00 and is well located on om 
of the principal streets. The 
tion of one township in increaslagl 
maintenance fund made it possible 
secure a larger amount for the built 
ing. 

Fort Dodge.—Miss Bella Hopper ins 
taken up her work as librarian of te 
Fort Dodge Public Library, i 
been elected to that position in 
Miss Hopper comes to Fort Dodge fas 
an experience of twelve years in i 
Public Library of Joliet, Tlineias a 
is well equipped by training and 
tical knowledge of the work. 3 

Hartley.—An earnest group bres 
en have been agitating the qu 
a free public library for Hartley, 
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of also securing a Carnegie 


» building. The campaign is be- 


‘ag carried on by the P. E. O. chapter, 


‘but all who are interested are support- 
¢them in their work. A large num- 
of subscriptions have been made 
the business men for the book fund. 
z question of the library tax is to be 
yoted on July 21st. 
Indianola._—The grounds of the Pub- 
jie Library are being beautified with 
shrubbery, etc., under the direction of 
A. T. Erwin, a landseape archi- 
tect from the State College at Ames. 
City. — The leaflet by Mr. 
Ranck, ‘‘Don't Be a Quitter,’’ was sent 
the librarian of the Public Library, 
Helen MeRaith, to all the High 
School graduates together with a list 
of books on college life and vocations 


‘entitled ‘‘After High School What?’’ 


lowa City—University Library.—The 
resignation of Malcolm G. Wyer, libra- 
rian of the State University Library, 
was presented to President Bowman 
June 12th. Mr. Wyer has accepted the 
position of librarian of the State Uni- 
yersity of Nebraska at Lincoln, at a 
considerable advance in salary and 
with a promising outlook for library 
development in connection with the en- 
larged work of the University which is 
planned for the next few years. Mr. 
Wyer has been closely identified with 
library progress in Iowa ever since he 
came into the state nine years ago, and 
his going is a distinct loss to the library 
interests of the state. Not only has he 
built up the University Library and co- 
operated closely with faculty and stt- 
dents but he has extended his helpful 
infiuence through his connection with. 
the Summer Library School and the 
lowa Library Association. He was 
President of the Library Association in 
1910-11, and all who heard his Presi- 
dent’s address at the Mason City meet- 
ing on “Right Reading in Childhood’’ 
were impressed with the broad, sympa- 
thetic view which he, as a college li- 
brarian, had of the work with the 
youtig people. Mr. Wyer has been iden- 
tified with the interests of Iowa City 
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in public movements and in church 
work as well as the University inter- 
ests. The ‘‘Citizen’’ of Iowa City in 
commenting on his resignation says: 

**Mr. Wyer is a graduate of the Uni- 
versity of Minnesota, and of the New 
York State Library School. He has 
been the University Librarian at Iowa 
City for the past nine years and his de- 
parture will be very much regretted. 
He is an exceptionaly capable man for 
his work and his judgment in book buy- 
ing is said to be of a high class. He has 
had numerous offers in the past few 
years, but has declined them all here-- 
tofore.’’ 


Keokuk.—The library has recently 
received valuable gifts from the pri- 
vate libraries of the late Judge C. F. 
Davis and Dr. J. M. Shaffer. The Da- 
vis gift is of nearly five hundred vol- 
umes while that from the estate of Dr. 
Shaffer contains almost two hundred. 
Both collections comprise many valua- 
ble records of Iowa and Keokuk his- 
tory, Dr. Shaffer and Judge Davis 
both having devoted many years to the 
collection and preservation of these 
records, many of which take the form 
of scrap-books and bound pamphlets 
containing hitherto uncollected mater- 
ial on these subjects. An additional 
gift comes.from Mrs. J. Ross Robert- 
son. This is a valuable collection of 
books on the subject of civil engineer- 
ing. 

Knoxville.—The dedicatory exercises 
of the’ new Carnegie Library building 
were held Wednesday evening, July 
2d, in the Library. The program was 
in charge of J. B. Elliott, President 
of the Library Board, Hon. G. 
W. Crozier made an address and Mayor 
Culbertson spoke in response to the re- 
marks made by Mr. Elliott in turning 
the building over to the city. Miss Ty- 
ler of the Library Commission also 
spoke on the ‘‘Place of the Library in 
the Community.’’ Musie was furnished 
by the Brotherhood Quartet. 

The building is attractive and con- 
venient and its occupancy marks the 
fruition of the labors of a group of 








Knoxville women who have labored for 
about three years to establish the li- 
brary on a permanent basis. A Library 
Association was first organized and the 
use of the Traveling Library for the 
young people continued through the 
persistent labors of Mrs. Kate Wilson, 
until after the tax was voted. Miss 
Amanda Elliott and others have been 
active factors in the work in the As- 
sociation and now on the Library 
Board. An excellent collection of al- 
most 1800 volumes are on the shelves 
and these have been classified and the 
-necesary records made by Miss Char- 
lotte Goetzman, Organizer for the Li- 
brary Commission, and by the new li- 
brarian, Mrs. J. F. Langton. The selec- 
tion of Mrs. Langton for the position of 
librarian assures the success of the 
* library, as she has a wide knowledge 
and appreciation of books, through sev- 
eral years’ experience as a teacher of 
literature. Mrs. Langton is also the 
author of one of the authoritative 
books on rugs, entitled, ‘‘How to Know 
Oriental Rugs.’’ 

Leon.—Mrs. Roy Stout has been 
elected librarian of the public library 
to sueceed Miss Ethel Beek, who has 
filled the position acceptably for the 
past two years. 

Missouri Valley—The books from 
the school library were transferred to 
the Public Library in the fall with the 
exception of strictly reference books; 
this was largely through the active in- 
terest of Supt. L. I. Read, a member of 
the Library Board. Miss Josephine 
Johnson, the librarian, has been active 
in making the library of the greatest 
use to teachers and pupils. 


Mitchellville—The Tuesday Club of 
Mitchellville is much interested in 
starting a movement for a Public Li- 
brary in connection with the Pinney 
bequest and Miss Tyler of the Library 
Commission was asked to meet with the 
elub June 6th, and the following week 
a public meeting was called by the 
Commercial Club in co-operation with 
the Tuesday Club to discuss the mat- 
ter. Miss Tyler addressed the meeting 





and much interest was manifested jy _ 
the mayor and others, and adyana 
steps will doubtless be taken jn gh 
fall. i 4 
Onawa.—The resignation of Mies Rm 
len I. True, as librarian of the Ga 
Public Library, February 1st, 
greatly regretted by the Library : 
and by all throughout the State, who 
are interested in rural library ‘ 
sion. From the time she entered upon 
the work in Onawa in 1910, Miss Tens 
was unceasing in her efforts to develop 
an active distributing library 
for the people of Monona- County, and 
she was sustained in her work in g {. 
nancial as well as sympathetie way by 
Judge Addison Oliver, who was 
dent of the Library Board unti] his 
death in July, 1912. The Onawa 
brary was in a sense a ‘‘ laboratory” 
library where the law regarding rung 
extension in Iowa was tried out. Miss 
True’s enthusiasm was contagious and 
her alertness and keen human interest 
enabled her to overcome the natural 
conservatism of country neighborhoods 
and win them to the library cause. The 
cause of rural extension owes much to 
Miss True, and it is hoped that com 
plete rest in California where she has 
gone for an indefinite stay may en 
able her to again take up library work. 
Miss Helen E. Allen has been 
elected librarian of the Onawa Pub 
lie Library and will take up her 
new duties September Ist. Miss Allen 
has been a capable and popular teacher 
in the Onawa schools; she. will attend 
the Iowa Sumer Library School this 
summer in preparation for her new 
duties. : 
Oskaloosa.— Miss Nell Faweett has 
been elected librarian of the Publie - 
brary and will take up her new duties 
in July. Mis Fawcett has been on the 
staff of the Cedar Rapids Publie é 
brary for several years and is a grat 
uate of the Wisconsin Library School 
Sheldon.— Miss Margaret MeCané 
less has been elected librarian of the 
Public Library to succeed Mrs. BB 
McCormack, who resigned because of 
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. Mrs. MeCormack served as 
‘rarian since January, 1910, and Mrs. 
FD. Meredith has been associated with 


jer in the work. 


—The Public Library has re- 

been classified and shelf-listed by 

Miss Ruth Willard, who is assisting the 

Library Commission in organiz- 

work. The Sibley Library occupies 

the G. A. R. building donated for li- 

purposes by that organization, 

and the building is being remodeled*to 

vide a reading room and other con- 

yeniences. 

y.—A satisfactory lot has 

heen secured for the new Carnegie Li- 

brary building, and the Building Com- 

mittee has accepted the plans for the 

pbuilding prepared by Patton, Holmes & 
Flinn of Chicago. 

——Two new stacks have been 
added to the shelf capacity of the Pub- 
lie Library, also an enclosed cupboard 
for unbound magazines. A large elec- 
trolier has been placed in front of the 
building to be maintained by the town. 


What Cheer.—An offer of $5,000.00 
for a library building has been made 
by the Carnegie Corporation to What 
Cheer, but it will be necessary for a tax 
to be voted upon before the main- 
tenance can be assured. 

Waterloo—Miss Fanny Duren, li- 
brarian of the Public Library, and Miss 
Maria Brace, assistant librarian, have 
been granted six months leave of ab- 
sence for a well-earned vacation trip 
to Europe, and sailed May 3rd. During 
their absence the library is in charge 
of Miss Sabra L. Nason as acting li- 
brarian. Miss Nason’s wide experience 
and ability, in co-operation with the 
regular staff, makes it possible for the 
work of the Waterloo Library to con- 


tinue without interruption. One of the. 


recent developments of the work is the 
installing of additional school collec- 
tis through the active co-operation 
of the School Board in appropriating 
$350.00 for books. While the books are 
school property they will be selected 
and administered by the librarian of 
the Public Library. 


Whiting.— An interesting experiment 
in institutional church work is being 
tried in Whiting in connection with the 
new building of the Congregational 
shurch there, which was recently dedi- 
sated. The building which cost $35,- 
000.00 includes rooms for a gymnasium 
and public library as well as for the 
usual church needs. The entrance to 
the library is entirely distinct from the 
entrance to the church proper, and 
every effort has been made to make it 
a town library for all the people. 

Provision has been made for the 
maintenance of the library independent 
of church funds through an endowment 
fund of $25,000.00. This was provided 
by five public spirited citizens,—Will 
C. Whiting, A. B. Elliott, W. B. Whit- 
ing, E. M. Cassady and E. M. Whiting. 
The co-operation of the town is assured 
by the appointment by the mayor and 
council of two members of the Library 
Board, though no tax is appropriated. 
The dedicatory exercises in connection 
with the opening of the library were 
held April 19th, with an address by 
Rev. A. R. Heaps. Previous to the 
opening an excellent selection of books 
had been purchased and modern library 
records installed by Miss Geotzman, or- 
ganizer for the State Library Commis- 
sion. For many years Mrs. E. -M. Cas- 
sady has been deeply interested in mak- 
ing some provision for a library for the 
young people of Whiting, and 
and this library is the outcome 
of her hopes and labors. Jn this 
she has had the co-operation of other 
members of the Whiting family and of 
Mrs. A. B. Elliott, wife of Representa- 
tive Elliott, one of the active friends of 
library legislation in the 35th G. A. 


**All books are divisible into two 
classes,—the books of the hour, and the 
books of all time. Mark this distine- 
tion; it is not one of quality only. It is 
not merely the bad book that does not 
last, and the good one that does; it is 
a distinction of species.’’—Ruskin. 








Resignation of the Secretary of the 
- Library Commission. 

An unpleasant task devolved upon 
the members of the Iowa Library 
Commission yesterday—the acceptance 
of the resignation of Miss Alice S. Ty- 
ler the Commission’s able and popular 
secretary, which takes effect Septem- 
ber Ist. 

Miss Tyler has held the position of 
secretary from the organization of the 
commission almost thirteen years ago, 
and during these years has performed 
constructive work not surpassed in 
volume or quality by that of any of the 
twenty-five library commissions in 
other: states. She has organized the 
commission work of the state to such a 
degree of efficiency that it has reached 
every county in the state and has been 
instrumental in the organization of li- 
brary clubs and associations and the 
erection of libray buildings in all parts 
of Iowa. 

Miss Tyler’s work in the Iowa library 
field has from the first had the firm 
backing of every member of her com- 
mission, and her work in co-operation 
with the Iowa Federation of Women’s 
Clubs has been keenly appreciated and 
heartily sustained by the federation. 

When Miss Tyler entered: upon her 
work in Iowa there were forty-one free 
public libraries in the state, and ninety 
cente<s to which the traveling libraries 
were sent. Now the number of free 
publie libraries in Iowa has increased 
to 114, with a large number of associa- 
tion libraries and the number of travel- 
ing library stations is over 700. The 
commission’s trained assistants have 
been sent to scores of new libraries, and 
have organized them and placed the lo- 
eal librarians in command of the situa- 
tion. Miss Tyler herself has responded 
to hundreds of calls from struggling lo- 
cal organizations, guiding them in their 
efforts to place their respective libraries 
on a sound financial basis, appearing 
before reluctant city councils on behalf 
of local organizations; urging the pur- 
chase of sites and the imposition of 
taxes for library maintenance. In fact, 





‘H. M. Towner, Washington, D, C. 


ss 
ay 
* 


whenever the Macedonian ery “@o. 
and help us’’ has reached her 
has been her pleasure, as she hag » 
felt it to be her duty, to respond 
Miss Tyler’s withdrawal , from Pk 
commission work in Iowa is a deeidaa 
loss to the state and wil be 4 goy 
sincere grief to thousands in the 
A telegram was received from } 












absent member of the Library 
mission, expressive of Mrs. Towners 
‘‘deep gratitude and indebtednegs” 4 
Miss’ Tyler ‘‘for her remarkable egy. 
structive work during her twelve years 
of untiring service, which has not gply 
developed in Iowa an active j 
in library extension, but also b 
the whole educational outlook of the 
state’’. = 
The Library Commission on motion 
of Mrs. Howe of Marshalltown, unayj 
mously passed the following reggly. 
tions : - 
**Resolved, That it is with the deep- 
est regret the members of the Jowg Ij. 
brary Commission are obliged to accept 
the resignation of Miss Alice §, Tyler 
the commission’s secretary. 
‘“‘Resolved, That we deeply appre¢- - 
ate all Miss Tyler has been to and done 
for the library interests of the state of 
Iowa, and the power for good she hag 
been in the educational work in this 
great middle west, and that we congrat 
ulate the Western Reserve Library 
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School on its acquisition, predicting I 
for Miss Tyler in her new field a career 38 
full of usefulness and honor.’ ed 
A non-resident member of the lt the 
brary Commission made the following , 
statement: a 
‘*Miss Tyler’s resignation is but ome , 
more result of the policy pursued by = 
those who have the future of our state and 
institutions in hand. Apparently too Am 
near the activities of deserving public in t 
servants to obtain the right perspective, 4 
they fail to realize the relative value tion 
of many a man and woman in the se 
vice of the state, and especially in ed pon, 
ucational work, until they are gone # Inst 
other states or to other insti E. | 











that pay better salaries The 
gammy — in _ 
"matter, a8 power to fix salaries is wit 
the Ee mittee on retrenchment and re- 
While it ve the ay TON 
employes of the Library Com- 
eee it Seal the united and ur- 
recommendation of the commis- 
siners that the salary of their secre- 
tary, the directing mind and hand of 
i commission work in the state, 
he moderately increased. After the 
endations first made four years 
ago by the commission regarding in- 
erease of salary to meet offers already 
made to Miss Tyler, which were renew- 
ed and were again turned down by the 
ittee on retrenchment and reform, 
Miss Tyler felt herself warranted in 
considering other offers. She has now 
accepted the position of director of the 
Library School of Western Reserve 
University, Cleveland, Ohio, at an in- 
~ erease of several hundred dollars over 
the salary she was receiving as secre- 
tary. The offer came wholly unsolic- 
ited on her part and was pressed so ur- 
gently that, reluctant as she is to re- 
linquish her chosen work and part with 
her many dear friends in Iowa, she has 
accepted it and will enter upon her new 
duties in September.”’ 
(From Des Moines Daily Capital, 
June 6, 1913.) ' 















Imperial Gravures. 

During the past year the collection of 
38 pictures named above has been add- 
ed to the traveling picture collection of 
the Library Commission and has been 


in constant demand. The collection 
consists of hand-colored mezzo-gravures 


of painting of great masters in public 
and private galleries of Europe and 
America, and is the most valuable set 
in the Traveling Picture collection. 

Art talks have been given in connec- 
tion with the exhibit at Boone, Jeffer- 
pon, and in connection with Teachers’ 
Institutes during the summer by Mrs. 
E. B..Wilson of Jefferson. 
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*Finger-Posts to Children’s 

Stories for Children, 4th and 5th 
Grades. 

Sheriff, Superintendent 
Primary Grades, Davenport. 

Many of the demands made by a 
partially awakened community upon 
its schools are startling and amusing. 
The school children are called upon to 
clean the streets, advance the pure food 
cause, enforce laws, ete. It sometimes 
appears that the home has, in part at 
least, transferred some of, its most 
beautiful prerogatives and sweetest 
tasks to the school, viz: the inculea- 
ting of lessons of gracious manners and 
of joyous living, and to the teacher has 
been yielded that most perfect hour,— 
the story hour. This has not come 
through an effort to shirk, but through 
an appreciation of the real work of 
the schools, the preparation of boys. 
and girls for life, for citizenship. 

The abundance of the supply of lit- 
erature for the story hour is so great 
that the question of choice becomes 
confusing at times. We fall back on 
that nondescript being, the average 
child, whatever that may be, and with 
a mixture of child psychology, the ad- 
vice of those who know, some individ- 
ual experience, and the limitations of 
our libraries, decide that the reading 
for this or that grade, (just, now the 
fourth and fifth) must contain some of 
the child stories of the race, myth, fa- 
ble, allegory, a flavor of humor, much 
information and many tales of chivalry 
and of those other homely virtues 
which make life worth living. We 
must add something of nature, of those 
mysteries and wonders constantly go- 
ing on about us, nor can we omit the 
lives of men who have in their own 
way served us. 

The question of how best to bring 
these good things to the children so 
that in them will be created a taste for 
literature, an appreciation for that 
which is choice, the ability to read in- 
telligently and a love for books which 
will endure through the adult life, has 


*Read at I. L. A. meeting, Nevada, October 
8, 1912. 

















also to be considered. A natural gift 
for story telling is denied to some 
while the vast amount of material 
brought before the children would ne- 
cessitate a fund of stories almost be- 
yond the average teacher or. story- 
teller. But all may read aloud and 
good would it be if this art were prac- 
ticed more than it is. If you never 
or rarely have evenings when some one 
reads the newest magazine or engross- 
ing extracts from books, new or old, 
while the rest just think or do some- 
thing else, if as a child you weren’t 
blessed with a father or a mother who 
made the twilight hour and Sunday af- 
ternoon times of ever-to-be-remembered 
joy because of what they read aloud 
to you, then you have missed much. 
There is a kind of music in the reading 
voice not always found in the speaking 
voice and for the sake of children the 
beauty of language is more clearly 
shown by reading and the continuity 
of thought better preserved. 

In the suggested list of stories for 
reading aloud there are no subjects 
completed for no mention is made of 
poetry and no course is finished 
throughout. Some of the lists are un- 
forgivably long, so for instance, in the 
geography stories, but these are in- 
tended for use only in part. 

In the Nature stories, the Greek, or 
Roman, or Norse myths are invaluable. 
They are good stories to read here even 
though not made to appear as empha- 
sizing Nature. 

Without attempting to preach un- 
less a sermon becomes a necessity, it 
is possible to bring virtues to the minds 
of children by reading of wise and good 
characters, fictional or otherwise, 
hence list number two. 

History and Biography stories will 
give to children something on which to 
base later history study. This has for 
its aim at this time the calling of chil- 
dren’s attention to those who have 
aided in the building of the nation. 

Stories of days we celebrate are im- 
portant. The geography story has its 
office, that of showing the common 


; schools. 


needs of a large family and the ep 
mercial relations brought about by: 
meeting of those needs. a 

Investigation shows that readi 
aloud to children is required in 











schools during the first four years, of 
ers during the first five or six yeam 
and some schools voluntarily conti 
this reading through all the gp 
The aims as stated in several syllabi ay 
these: First, to develop an interest} 
reading; second, to cultivate the im 
agination; third, to present a model gf 
expression; fourth, to create ideals gt 
right living. The books deem 

suitable are listed, and different prin. 
cipals and teachers choose accordi to 
the needs of their respective : 
This affords variety to the reading in 
the different grades and in these sam 
grades in different years. The list of 
books which follows my outline has 
been chosen from these various list 
of books as found in the outling 


eourses of study and in reports of 
books chosen and read aloud in variogs 














NATURE STORIES 

Sun—Apollo, Aurora, Phaeton, Op 
pheus, Baldur, Brunhild. 

Stars—Orion, Legend of the Great 
Dipper, Callisto and Areas. 

Air and Wind—Athena, Hermes, Bo 
reas Zephyrus, Ulysses and Bag of 
Winds. 

Clouds — Appollo’s Cows, Pegasus 
and Bellerophon, Thor and His Ham 
mer; Snow Queen, The Snow Man, Ite 
Maiden, by Andersen. 

Trees—Apollo and Daphne, Baucs 
and Philemon, Pan and Apollo, 

Moon—Diana and Endymion; th 
German Story, Fiske’s Myths; 
Chinese Story, Harper’s, Vol. 62, ] 

Rainbow—lIris, Bifrost, Heimdall. 

Water—Neptune, Proteus, Nereus, 
Thetis. 

Animals—Arachne, Arion and Dab 


phin, Aristaeus, Melampus. 


Note: These stories are all found in the fol- 
lowing books except those otherwise indicated: 
The Nine Worlds, Baldwin's Old Greek + 
Church’s Stories of the Old World, Stories fom 


Plato. 
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mais — Black Beauty, Dog of 
; rs. Bobtail Dixie, Colliery Jim, 
Friendly Birds and Beasts. 

‘ itizen Bird, hese ~ wr 
irds, Flagg; First and Secon 
: ro inds, Miller; Saturday Bird 

Wiess. Miller; Bird Book, Eckstorm. 
- gTOR JES READ FOR THE MORAL IN- 
me VOLVED 
lus—Gratitude. 
on—Gratitude. 
Picciola—T enderness. 
Casabianca—Obedience. 
“William Tell—Obedience. 
Horatius—Bravery. 
Grace Darling—Bravery. 
Bruce—Perseverance. 
Palissey the Potter—Perseverance. 
Maximilian and the Goose Boy—Use- 


fulness. : 

History and Biography. 
STORIES OF DAYS WE CELEBRATE 
New Year’s Day—Story of Janus. 
Columbus Day—Story of America’s 


Discovery. 
Thanksgiving Day—Story of the Pil- 
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christmas Day—Story of the Christ 
Child and Christmas Customs in other 
Countries. 

Lincoln’s Birthday—Story of His 
Barly Life and the Few Events which 
will Lead to the Consideration of 

Memorial Day. 

Washington’s Birthday — Story of 
His Early Life and Events of Later Life 
which will lead to consideration of 

Fourth of July. 

Valentine’s Day—Story of the kind 
Saint. 

Hero Stories—Story of William Tell, 
Story of Horatius, Story of Cyrus, 
Story of Hofer, Story of Arthur, Quest 
of the Holy Grail, Story of Roland. 
ASERIES OF JAPANESE FAIRY TALES, 

BY WILLESTON 

The Wonderful Teakettle. 

The Wood-Cutters—Sake. 

The Mirror of Matsuyama. 

The Eight-Headed Serpent. 

Urashima,. 

The Tongue-Cut Sparrow. 

Shippertare. 
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Stories for Children 6th-7th Grades. 
By Miss Helen Jackson, Children’s Li- 
brarian, Cedar Rapids Public 
Library. 

In selecting stories for the 4th and 
Sth grades, the fairy tale plays an im- 
portant part, but when the child 
reaches the 6th and 7th grades he is a 
little beyond the fairy tale, he wants 
something a little more substantial. 
King Arthur, Robin Hood and Ulysses 
all play an important part in the hero 
worship of the boys and girls of these 
grades, consequently, in selecting the 
stories from the old French romances 
centering around Charlemagne and his 
Court, I have endeavored to introduce 
some new and interesting characters in 
this outline covering a period of six 
weeks. 


Baldwin tells us in his introduction 
to the Story of Roland that ‘‘the fairy- 
land of romance is not far removed 
from the more sober domains of his- 
tory. Indeed, the territory of the one 
sometimes overlaps that of the other; 
and the boundary line between the two 
is often dim and ill-defined.’’ In bring- 
ing to the child the characters in the 
following outline, a foundation is 
formed for that later study of history 
and biography which comes as he ad- 
vances in his school work. To the child 
who never goes further than the grade 


school, it is hoped that sufficient inter- 


est will be taken to cause him to con- 
tinue his reading along the lines sug- 
gested in the list. 


In the character of Ogier the Dane, 
the spirit and strength of the Viking 
Kings of the North mingle with the 
chivalry and courtesy of the South. In 
Roland, we find the greatest hero of 
medieval times. Reinold, with his fa- 
mous steed, Bayard, is another hero 
of interest. The story of the Princess 
of Cathay introduces the Eastern ele- 
ment of mystery and romance which 
plays an important part in the later 
European story of the Crusades and 
the invasion of the Moors. In Brada- 
mante, a warrior maiden delivering 
France from her enemies, we trace the 
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resemblance to that later and greater 
heroine of France,—Joan of Are. In 
closing the story with the Battle of 
Roncevalles, all the sorrow at the pass- 
ing of so noble a band of heroes fills us 
with regret at leaving so fascinating a 
tale. 

So it is only with the idea of paving 
the way to more serious and advanced 
study that the selection of these stories 
was made. They are the ‘‘connecting 
links betwen the fairyland of romance 


and the more serious domains of his- 


tory’’. 


STORIES FROM THE COURT OF CHARLE- 
MAGNE 


1. Ogier the Dane—Story of the 
Enchanted Knight. (In Wilmot-Bux- 
ton, Stories from old French Romance.) 

2. Roland—A.~Knight of France. 
(In Lansing, Page, Esquire and 
Knight, pp. 79-100.) 

3. Reinold—The castle of Montau- 
ban. (In Wilmot-Buxton, Stories from 
old French Romance.) 

4. The Princess of Cathay. (In 
Baldwin, Story of Roland, pp. 175-198.) 

5. .Bradamante, the warrior maid. 
(In Lang, Red Romance Book, pp. 315- 
345.) 

6. The battle of Roncevalles—The 
vale of Thorns. (In Baldwin, Story of 
Roland, pp. 383-400.) 

The following books may be used for 
other material on the subject: 

Baldwin, James—The Story of Ro- 
land. 

Baldwin, James—The Horse Fair. 

Baldwin, James—The Wonder Book 
of Horses. 

Chureh—Stories from Charlemagne. 

Lang, Andrew—Book of Romance. 

Lang, Andrew—Red Book of Ro- 
mance. 

Lansing—Page, Esquire and Knight. 

Maitland—Heroes of chivalry. 

Marshall—Stories from Roland. 

Ragozin—Frithjof and Roland. 

Tales from Ariosto. 

Haaren—Ballads and tales. 

Greene—With spurs of gold. 


- 


**Literature consists of all the’ 
—and they are not so many—,» 
moral truth and human passic 
touched with a certain largenge 
ity, and attraction of form. My 
of the literary student is one 
through books explores the 
voyages of man’s moral reason, t 
pulses of the human heart, the ¢ 
and changes that have ove 
man ideals of virtue and happing 
conduct and manners, and the shit 
fortunes of great conceptions of t t 
and virtue. Poets, dramatists, } 
ists, satirists, masters of fietic 
great preachers, the charaetaal 
the maxim-writers, the great polit 
orators—they are all literature ¥ 
far as they teach us to know man 
to know human nature. Thig ig} 
makes literature, rightly sifted an 
lected and rightly studied, 
mere elegant trifling it is so often 
so erroneously supposed to be, bi 
proper instrument for a sys 
training of the imagination 
pathies, and of a genial and ; 
moral sensibility.”’—John Morle 


An interesting series of posters, 
of them relating to historie el 
or events, is issued by Hart, 

& Marx, Clothing Manufacturers, N 


York ‘and Chieago. These post 
in attractive design and color, 
be obtained by libraries free of 
so long as the supply lasts. 
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